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(Editor’s note: Brittany Krasutsky, a
science teacher at Owen Middle School,
was among 11 middle school and high
school educators from North Carolina
who went to Singapore in July to leam
some “best practices” for teaching sci-
ence and mathematics. Mebane Rash is
CEQ of EducationNC.)) . . |

ingapore is a relatively young
nation, having established its
independence in 1965. Once a
small fishing village, it is to-
day abustling multicultural
and cosmopolitan city-state that com-
mands a strong presence in the world
with its free trade economy and highly
efficient workforce, =\ 0 i

From the beginning, Singapore’s
leadership recognized that education
would be crucial to its cultural and
economic success as a nation. Thus,
Singapore’s leaders implemented an
innovative education system to build on
one of its greatest resources - its peo-
ple. The system has further evolved as
the needs of the nation have grown.

Today, only 50 years later, Singa-
pore’s students consistently rank near
the ton in internatinnal camnaricane of
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performance in mathematlcs, science,
and literacy. Singapore was rated the
best performing education system, with
an excellent teaching force, in a 2008
McKinsey and Company study, “How
the World’s Best Performing School
Systems Came Out on Top.”

Singapore tradmonally draws teach-
er education students from the top 10

percent of the secondary school gradu-

ating classes. Additionally, Singapore

has created a sophisticated approach to

identifying and training future educa-
tional leaders. These qualities and more
make Singapore an ideal place to ex-
plore “best practices” in education.
The Center for International Un-
derstanding, a public servic
“of the University of North Carolina,

leads the trip to Singapore. Since 1995, :

the center has sent more than 900
teachers and admm1strat ors abroad to

over 15 different countrles through its 1
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